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06 October 2017 
Dear Graham, 
 
ECCLR Committee scrutiny of Scottish Government draft budget 2018-
19 

The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform (ECCLR) Committee 
has agreed to focus its scrutiny of the Scottish Government’s draft Budget 
2018/19 on the Rural Affairs, Food and the Environment (RAFE) Strategic 
research portfolio and to consider the key agencies (Scottish Natural 
Heritage, the Scottish Environmental Protection Agency), Marine Scotland 
and Scotland’s Rural College (SRUC).  

The Committee has issued a call for evidence and is writing to you in advance 
of publication of the budget. The Committee is aware that Marine Scotland 
has recently appointed a new Chief Executive and understands publication of 
a new Strategic Framework is due. We would welcome your view on a 
number of questions, set out below: 

 When will Marine Scotland’s Strategic Framework 2017-20 be 
published, and how are Marine Scotland’s strategy and priorities likely 
to change over the coming years?  

 How does Marine Scotland prioritise between its statutory duties and 
allocate funding to its departments e.g. compliance, licensing, planning, 
fisheries etc and is this likely to change over the coming years, 
especially in light of a UK exit from the EU? 

 Is Marine Scotland expecting its budget to continue to decline and, if so 
how is it planning to cope with this? What areas of work are likely to be 
most impacted? 

 How much is Marine Scotland planning to spend annually on MPA 
development and implementation, and do you have adequate 
resources for their maintenance? 
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 To what extent is the success of the MPA network reliant on 
collaborative working (e.g. with local authorities), and how might 
budgetary restrictions impact upon this? 

 How much is the enforcement of Marine Conservation Orders 
estimated to cost annually, and how might budgetary restrictions 
impact upon this? 

 How much is Marine Scotland planning to spend on science annually, 
and how do you propose to ensure that a robust evidence base is 
maintained for your activities? 

 What do you consider to be the broader challenges and impacts of 
leaving the EU in terms of Marine Scotland’s priorities and focus of 
resources and what work is underway in Marine Scotland to address 
this? 
 

In addition, the Committee wishes to invite Marine Scotland to give evidence 
to this Committee, on Tuesday 28 November. 
 
Should you wish clarification of the points please contact the clerks to the 
Committee. We request a response by 31 October. The Clerks will also be in 
touch to make arrangements for the meeting on 28 November. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Graeme Dey MSP 
Convener 
Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee  
 
 
 
  


